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TOWN OF HARMONY RESOLUTION REGARIDNG

POTENTIAL 765 KV TRANSMISSION LINE DEVELOPMENT
WHEREAS' the Midcontinent lndependent system operator (Mrso) and Dairytand power cooperative haveannounced intentions for a 765 kV transmission tine known as, "LRTp project #26, North Rochester, MN to Bettcenter' wl;" that is designated to pass, in part, through vernon, crawford and RichLand counties; with anadditionat, doubl.e_circuit, 161 kV transmission [ine; and,

H,I*t*:;:H[:]:lon 
rine or this size and characteristics has never been considered or constructed in

*HEREAS' the cost of Project 26 to be assumed by ratepayers has been estimated at $t o.o bir.ion;and,
WHEREAS' within MlSo's most recent FAQ, the regionatutitity interests'estimate of costs and benefits from theTranche 2' 1 expansion tines (inctuding a potentiat 76s kv project through our area) wour.d r.ead to an expense ofabout $t g.so per month for an etectric customer using 1,000 kwh per month; and,
wHEREAS' Publ'ic service commission of wisconsin staff engineers have found that upgrades of existingtransmission tines can provide the same benefits at much less expense to ratepayers; and,
wHEREAS' the officiaL lndependent Monitor of the MlSo whotesate etectricity market and Mrso transmissionptanning' Potomac Economics, has found that MlSo's Tranche 2.1 transmission lines, incl.udingthe project:r Assume a view of the future that is ,,extremety 

untikety.,,
' Forecast potentiat benefits to the customer that are "overstated,, or ,,invatid,, 

in five of eight keycategories.

' woutd tead to "Llneconomic investment (that)wiLtraise costs and undermine investment in resources,storage and other atternatives to transmission.,,
' The Mlso Board shoutd "postpone approvatof rranche 2.1 transmission lines;,,and,

WHEREAS' MlSo's Tranche 2'1 transmission expansion pl.anning requires a very r.arge buitdout of wind and sotarfacitities which' traditionatLy' have rel'ied on very substantiar. federattax credit incentives that are now schedur.edfor etimination in 2028 as determined in the )uLy 2o2lFederat ReconciLiation Budget Bitt; and,
wHEREAS' use of el'ectricity in wisconsin has been statistical.ty flat over the tast 20 years; and,
wHEREAS' An Environmentat lmpact statement jointl.y authored by the Wisconsin pubtic service commissionand the Wisconsin Department of Natural. Resources found that even smau.er 345 kv transmission [ines ,,may
resutt in negative atfects to property vatues, tax credits and heritage tourism,,: and mentions studies showingdevatuations from 1o lo 450/o depending on the proximity, visibil.ity, size of parcet and whether sited in anindustriat or naturaI setting; and,

WHEREAS' Harmony Township is opposing bringing the 765kv Line through or next to the Townships of:Harmony' Genoa' wheattand, and sterling in Vernon county because the proposed ptacement of the 765kV tinethrough these townships can significantl'y degrade or disrupt signar. performance of our county-wide emergencycommunications; and,

1' Vernon county reties on precise and unobstructed tine-of-sight between communication towers; and,



2' The ptacement of tatttransmission structures within these pathways can significantl.y degrade or disrupt
signat performance that can have an effect on the communications between taw enforcement, fire, EMS,
emergency management and dispatch operations across the region;and,

3' Primary risk arises from the physicaL ptacement and height of the transmission towers, which - if Located
near existing communication towers - obstruct, scatter, or attenuate cruciaI communication signats; and,4' The townships of Harmony, Genoa, Wheattand and Sterl.ing, Vernon and surrounding counties, as we1 as
the region has an obl'igation to ensure that pubtic-safety communications remain retiabte, resitient, and
uninterrupted, particul.arty during emergencies when system fail.ure coul.d put tives at risk: and,

wHEREAS, the karst geol'ogy of the region is unstabte for extremel.y heavy devel.opment such as the
transmission towers, and vul.nerabte to potentiatground water pottution and soi1 erosion during and after
construction; and,

wHEREAS, the line coutd discourage visitors who come for hunting, trout fishing, birding, and cycting.
Specificatl'y' concerns have been raised about the project's impact on the Mississippi River Ftyway and the
disruption of locatwi[dtife patterns; and,

WHEREAS, the proposed 200-foot towers woul.d be visibte for mites, especialty when ptaced on ridgetops. This
artificiatization" of the Landscape is seen as a direct threat to the aesthetic vatue that attracts tourists and

retirees to our communities; and,

WHEREAS, LRTP Project #26, North Rochester-BeLt Center as designed woutd add hazardous obstacLes for
migrating and resident raptors, waterfowl and songbirds that routinety utitize the Mississippi River Ftyway; and,

NoW THEREFoRE, BE lT RESOLVED, that The Harmony Township Board hereby requests that Dairytand power
Cooperative and/or its assigns provide the fotl.owing information either in written, eLectronic format or through an
in-person presentation before our Board before May 21,2026:

1 ' Provide a map of eligibte, existing transmission line routes for the considered 76s kvl 1 61 kv transmission tine
Project through Vernon and CraMord Counties.

2' Provide documentation accounting for MISO consideration and decision-making concerning the alternative
use of HVDC transmission such as the SOO Green HVDC Link instead of above ground 76s kV transmission
incl.uding the HVDC routes considered.

3. Provide images of the types of towers to be used for the transmission Line project in Vernon Counties.

4. Provide the range of the heights of these 765 kV/161 kV transmission towers, in feet.

5. Provide the estimated date that the 765 kvl161 kv transmission Line is expected to be proposed to the pubtic
Service Commission of Wisconsin.

6. Provide the estimated capitat cost per month per customer in Vernon County over 40 years for project #26.

7. Provide documentation of how Dairytand has mitigated the issue of the cracked and unstabte karst geotogy in
other 765 kV lines. lf that's not ever been done, give thorough anatysis of how 200' towers wil. be stabitized and
buitt on karst geotogy. Give documentation on how surface and ground water wil.t be protected during
construction and what mitigation pl.ans there are for soil. erosion.



8. Provide documentation of the acreage amount of witdtife habitat that witt be [ost, how birds, raptors and
waterfowl witt be impacted in the Mississippi River Fl.yway, and how the bird impacts witt be mitigated.

9. Provide (if any) Radio Frequency lnterference Studies that accounts for diffraction, specutar reftections,
Fresnel zone btockage caused by the Large amounts of metaL to ensure the 200 ft. steet towers woul.d not disrupt
the "tines of sight" for point-to-point microwave connectivity systems Local. emergency personnet utitize.

10. Provide the contractor or speciaList (if any) that has or wil.t conduct an onsite Radio Frequency lnterference
Study or TechnicaI review of the FCC Registered Towers in Vernon and Crawford Counties that utitize
m icrowave con nectivity.

1 1 . Provide a list of Tetecommunications towers tocated in the Townships of Genoa, Harmony, Wheatl.and and
Sterting. lnctude if devetopers have contacted the owners/tessees to ensure they are aware of the potential. radio
frequency interference from the proposed targe steeI infrastructure.

1 2. Provide a list of the "significant economic devel.opment benefits" that the Project woul.d detiver to the tocat
economies adjacent to the proposed project through Vernon, Crawford, and Richtand Counties.

13. Provide documentation exptaining MISO's catcul,ation of a net monetary benefit for Wisconsin residentiat
el'ectric customers if the estimated cost of the Project is around $zz.so per month, whil.e returning onty $1 0 to
$t + per month to ratepayers.

14. Provide a list of prior, combination 1 6i kV and 765kV transmission projects the devel.opers of the Project
have instatted, with locations; and/or any other high vol.tage transmission Line projects the devetoper has
compteted.

15. Provide documentation of siting and other accommodations the devel.oper(s) pl.an to minimize noise and tight
pol'lution associated with corona discharge from a 765 kV transmission Line under high humidity and high
transmission [oad conditions.

16. Provide any mitigation measures or ptans for the owner of the proposed tine to assist in the loss of tourism
and loss of revenue to Vernon, craMord and Richl.and counties.
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